
Here is the law to come 

 

This story has been lasting for a long time, involving the commitment of different parties: at least 

three MPs, gemmological laboratories, individual professionals, and representatives of the gold 

industry. Each party supporting its own demands, interests, and view. Stemming from the desire to 

bring clarity to the market and, among the dozens of compromises, this commitment is proof of 

maturity and responsibility, emphasizing the unity of the whole sector. As premature as it might 

sound, pending the final approval from the Italian Parliament, Vioro Magazine publishes the 

unabridged text of the bill, as resulting from the combination of the two early bills submitted by 

MPs Mazzocchi and Mattesini. Here is the text as voted by the Chamber of Deputies by a large 

majority on November 30, 2011. During the parliamentary debate, the original bill was modified in 

the tightening of fines, as referred to in Art. 14, paragraph 1 a), b) and c). The bill must then pass 

the Senate to become law. However, if the Senate amends the text, the bill will return to the 

Chamber of Deputies for the approval of amendments, and only when the bill is integrally approved 

by both Chambers, it will become state law. 

 

Regulations of the market of gemmological materials 

 

Chapter I 

 

DEFINITIONS 

 

Art. 1 

1. The provisions of this Law shall apply to the materials and products listed below, used in the 

production of jewellery, costume jewellery and gifts in general: 

a) minerals of natural origin, formed in natural deposits; 

b) synthetic minerals; 

c) artificial products; 

d) natural pearls and other organic materials of animal or vegetable origin, conventionally used in 

jewellery; 

e) cultured pearls, or otherwise referred to as such; 

f) imitation pearls. 

 

Art. 2 



1. For the purposes of this Law, materials shall be defined as follows: 

a) “gemmological material": a natural, synthetic, cultured or artificial material, suitable for personal 

decorative use or adornment; 

b) “natural gemmological material": a naturally occurring material of inorganic or organic origin, 

c) ”processed gemmological material": a gemmological material of natural, artificial or cultured 

origin, whose chemical and/or physical properties have been modified artificially. 

d) “synthetic gemmological material“: an inorganic or organic material obtained through 

technological processes, whose chemical and physical properties are similar to those of the 

corresponding natural materials; 

e) “artificial gemmological material“: an organic or inorganic material obtained through 

technological processes, whose chemical and physical properties are different from known natural 

materials; 

f) “composite gemmological material”: a material composed of distinct parts, with pre-shaped 

forms, equal or different in nature, of natural, synthetic or artificial origin, stuck together to form a 

single gem; 

g) "agglomerated or mixed gemmological material”: a material consisting of a set of irregular 

granules of natural, synthetic or artificial origin, artificially aggregated with or without the use of 

adhesives or by heating or compression. 

h) "artificial glass": an amorphous artificial material obtained after cooling a fused material of any 

chemical composition. 

i) "pearl or natural pearl": a material naturally obtained from pearl molluscs with no human 

intervention. 

l) "cultured pearl, with or without a nucleus": a material produced from salt or fresh water pearl 

molluscs as a result of human intervention. 

m) "pearl imitation or imitation pearl": a material of any composition consisting of one or more 

parts of natural, synthetic or artificial origin, made by human skill to obtain the shape and 

appearance of natural pearls, not possessing the physical or chemical properties or the crystalline 

structure of natural pearls. 

 

Art. 3 

1. The name of processed gemmological materials must indicate the processing technique they have 

undergone, in accordance with the UNI 10245 Standard and subsequent updates. 

2. According to the main techniques used today in processing gems, materials are defined as 

follows: 



a) "diffused or thermodiffused": gemmological material that has undergone a modifying  process 

involving the addition of chemical elements to its crystalline lattice. 

b) "impregnated": gemmological material whose pores have been filled with foreign, colourless 

substances. 

c) "irradiated or radiated": gemmological material modified through invisible radiation or atomic or 

subatomic particles. 

d) "fissure- and/or cavity-filled": gemmological material that has undergone cavity and/or fissure 

filling processing with hardening liquid materials. 

e) "coated": gemmological material that has been fully or partially coated with foreign substances. 

f) "heated": gemmological material that has undergone thermal modification processing without the 

addition of chemical elements, except hydrogen and oxygen, to its crystalline lattice. 

g) "coloured": gemmological material whose pores, interstices, and natural or induced fissures have 

been permeated with colouring agents. 

h) "laser-perforated": gemmological material whose inclusions have been removed or modified by 

chemical or physical procedure. 

i) "high-pressure or high temperature processed": gemmological material modified by any process 

based on the use of pressure and temperature variations. 

l) "heated with residues": gemmological material that has undergone a process of thermal 

modification with the addition of flux. 

m) " lead-glass fissure filled": gemmological material whose fractures have been permeated with 

lead glass. 

3. Any other chemical or physical process used, other than those indicated in paragraph 2, must be 

clearly and concisely specified on all commercial and advertising documents related to the product, 

as well as on all labels or tags that accompany it, and in the declarations made under Art. 10. 

4. Any instability in gem processing over time must be clearly specified in a written note, made 

available and delivered to the buyer, in which the processing steps shall be described, as well as 

their effects, and the precautions to be taken for the use and storage of the material. 

 

Art. 4 

1. The following terms must be used to define the materials described in Art. 2: 

a) "natural", when the gemmological material is natural. 

b) "processed", when the gemmological material has been processed. 

c) "synthetic", when the gemmological material is synthetic. 

d) "cultured", when the gemmological material has been cultured. 



e) "artificial", when the gemmological material is artificial. 

2. In the case of processed gemmological materials, the term "processed" can be replaced directly 

by the very name of the process used in the gemmological material, according to what stated in Art, 

3, paragraph 2, whether or not preceded by the term “subjected to the process of“. 

3. The nomenclature to be used for the naming of natural gemmological materials is illustrated in 

Table I of the UNI 10245 Standard and subsequent updates. 

4. The nomenclature to be used for the naming of synthetic gemmological materials is illustrated in 

Table II of the UNI 10245 Standard and subsequent updates. 

5. The nomenclature to be used for the naming of artificial gemmological materials is illustrated in 

Table III of the UNI 10245 Standard and subsequent updates. 

6. The nomenclature to be used for the cuts of gemmological materials is subject to the UNI 10173 

Standard and subsequent updates. 

 

Art. 5 

1. In the naming of the materials specified in Art. 2, the terms "semiprecious" and "fine" must not 

be used. 

 

Art. 6 

 

1. Cut or ground natural pearls, as referred to in Art. 2, paragraph 1, letter .i), are called "3/4 cut or 

1/2 cut natural pearls", depending on their shape. 

2. Cut or ground cultured pearls, as referred to in Art. 2.paragraph 1, letter .l), are called "3/4 cut or 

1/2 cut cultured pearls", depending on their shape. 

3. Cultured pearls, as referred to in paragraph 2, are called "composite or mabe cultured pearls" 

when they result from the man-made assembly of an upper part made up of a cultured pearl bubble 

and a lower part of mother-of-pearl, filled inside with various materials. 

 

Chapter II 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Art. 7 

 

1. It is prohibited to import, display, hold for sale, sell or gratuitously distribute the materials and 

products listed in Chapter I under names which differ from those specified in this Law. 



2. The names as provided for in Art. 4 must be specified on all commercial and advertising 

documents related to the product, as well as on all labels or tags that accompany it; furthermore, 

they are the only names that can be used, even verbally, to indicate the products. 

3. The names as provided for in Art. 4 must also be used for products displayed in exhibitions, fairs 

and shows of commercial nature. 

 

Art. 8 

 

1. The provisions in Art. 7 shall also apply to cases where products are auctioned, even if sold by 

pawnbrokers, antique dealers or by remote communication systems. In the latter case, the names 

specified in Chapter I shall also be indicated on the contract proposal or the remote sales proposal. 

 

Art. 9 

 

1. The Ministry of Economic Development, using the resources allocated by the legislation in force 

for communication initiatives of public utility, handles public communication campaigns, at least 

annually, to raise consumers’ awareness of the issues related to the quality of gems. 

2. Regions are allowed to promote qualification courses, whose costs shall be borne by the 

participants exclusively, namely the subjects operating in the gemstone market; the courses shall be  

aimed at developing the participants’ knowledge of the materials referred to in this Law, as well as 

their processing and marketing. Participation in these courses shall be voluntary. At the end of each 

course, participants shall receive a certificate of quality. 

 

Chapter III 

 

LIABILITY OF OPERATORS, DISPUTES, TESTING LABORATORIES 

 

Art. 10 

 

1. At the buyer's request, the seller must issue a declaration describing, in accordance with this Law, 

the gemmological materials sold, whether loose or mounted. 

2. The declaration illustrated in paragraph 1 must be issued in any case for all remote sales or sales 

concluded away from business premises. 



3. The contents of the declaration referred to in paragraph 1, which must always contain the name 

of the country of origin of the last import into Italy, are ruled by the regulations specified in Art. 16. 

 

Art. 11 

1.Any dispute regarding the contents of the declaration illustrated in Art. 10 can be referred to an 

arbitration board, set up at the chamber of commerce, industry, craftsmanship and agriculture - 

hereinafter referred to as “chamber of commerce”, in the district of the buyer. This board consists of 

three members, one designated by each party and the third chosen from the directors of 

gemmological laboratories as specified in Art. 13. The costs of arbitration shall be borne by the 

parties concerned. 

2. The board referred to in paragraph 1 shall operate according to the regulation in Art. 16. 

 

Art. 12 

 

1. Should it become necessary to ascertain the correctness of what declared regarding the 

gemmological materials, in commercial or advertising documents, in the contract or the remote 

sales proposals, in any tags or labels accompanying the product or in the declarations made pursuant 

to Art. 10, the needed certifications can be issued only by the laboratories as referred to in Art. 13. 

2. The materials in stock on the date of entry into force of this Law are excluded from any 

gemmological testing and certification. 

 

Art. 13 

 

1. The laboratories entitled to issue certifications about marketed gemmological materials must be 

registered in special lists kept by the chambers of commerce, pursuant to the regulation provided for 

in Art. 16. 

2. The laboratories as referred to in paragraph 1 must guarantee their independence and technical 

and professional qualification, in particular aimed at the gemmological industry to determine the 

category of gemmological materials available on the market; furthermore, they must meet the 

requirements stated by the regulation in Art. 16. 

3. The laboratories as referred to in paragraph 1 must be registered in lists kept by the local chamber 

of commerce. To be registered, these laboratories must submit an application accompanied by 

documentary evidence attesting that they meet the requirements specified in paragraph 2. 

 



4. Monitoring and control of the laboratories as referred to in paragraph 1, designed to verify 

compliance with the requirements specified in this article and the regulation referred to in Art. 16, 

shall be performed in accordance with the same above-mentioned regulation. All costs for the 

establishment and maintenance of the lists referred to in paragraph 1, as well as the costs for the 

performance of monitoring and control, shall be charged to the laboratories applying for entering 

the above mentioned registered lists on the basis of fees determined through the decree referred to 

as in Art. 16; also, these fees shall be updated periodically, at least every two years, by decree of the 

Ministry of Economic Development, in concert with the Ministry of Economy and Finance. The 

determination and updating of the amounts of the fees under this Article will be based on the actual 

cost of services rendered by the civil offices concerned. The same fees must be paid by obligated 

persons before applying for the registered listing. The application must be accompanied by the 

receipt for payment. 

 

Chapter IV 

FINES 

Art. 14 

1. Not excluding the major penalties provided for by Law, if the act constitutes an offence, the 

violations of this Law shall involve the following fines: 

a) whoever issues gemmological certification of the gemmological materials on the market without 

being registered in the list as specified in Art. 13, paragraph 1, shall be punished with a pecuniary 

administrative fine from 3,000 to 30,000 euros; 

 

b) whoever offers to sell or holds for sale gemmological materials without documents or with 

documents showing indications other than those provided for by this Law, or indications which may 

be confused with those provided for by this Law, shall be punished by a pecuniary administrative 

fine from 600 euros to 6,000 euros, and the goods shall also be seized and confiscated; 

c) whoever refuses to issue the declaration as referred to in Art. 10 shall be punished by pecuniary 

administrative fine from 600 to 6,000 euros. 

2. The pecuniary administrative fines specified in paragraph 1, letters b) and c) will be multiplied by 

ten in the case of remote sales or sales concluded away from business premises. 

3. In case of recurrence of the violations specified in paragraph 1, letters b) and c), there shall be a 

suspension of the offender’s business from fifteen days to six months, in addition to pecuniary 

administrative fines. 

 



 

Chapter V 

FINAL PROVISIONS 

Art. 15 

 

1. Any gemmological, loose or mounted, material lawfully produced or marketed in a Member State 

of the European Union, or in the European Economic Area, will be allowed to be freely introduced 

in the Italian market provided that it guarantees the same degree of consumer protection and 

information as provided for by this Law. 

 

Art. 16 

1. The implementing regulation for the this Law shall be issued within six months from the date of 

entry into force of this Law, by decree of the President of the Republic, based on a proposal by the 

Ministry of Economic Development, in concert with the Ministry of Economy and Finance and the 

Ministry of Interior, after deliberation by the Council of Ministers, and after consultation with the 

National Research Council, the National Institute of Metrology Research and the Council of State. 

 

Art. 17 

1. This Law shall come into force sixty days after the date of its publication in the Official Gazette 

of the Italian Republic. 

 


